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Klaus Juliusburger
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He emigrated to Basel and then to Florence to study Italian literature. In
1939, he took refuge in Switzerland, while his parents stayed in Berlin and
were eventually deported to Terezin. After the war, he managed to graduate
from the University of Freiburg and tried to start a new life in New York.
However, his life seems marked by trauma and the loss of a family support
network.

From Berlin to Florence
Klaus Juliusburger was born in Berlin on 29 May 1915. His parents were Paul
and Margarete Treuenfels1. His father, an engineer from Wrocław, was
probably a relative of Otto Juliusburger (1867-1952), a famous psychiatrist
and sexologist who eventually emigrated to New York in 1941.
Klaus graduated in 1935 at the Berlin Französisches Gymnasium and left the
Reich. After a brief stop in Geneva, he enrolled in the Faculty of Literature at
the University of Basel and attended courses in classical philology and
archaeology. However, he decided to continue his studies in Florence, where
he moved for the academic year 1936-37. Following the Italian laws, his
enrolment request had been examined by the Italian consulate in Berlin,
which gave him its consent2.
In September 1938, he renounced his studies, as he belonged to the «Jewish
race». In the following weeks, the laws promulgated by the Italian state would
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force the expulsion of all German students from Italian universities 3.

Survive trauma
Klaus decided to return to Switzerland, where he could count on a support
network. His older brother, an engineer, Hans Ludwig (1905-1947), managed
to emigrate to the United Kingdom with his wife and children but would die
soon after, probably in 19474. His parents instead remained in Berlin. On 29
May 1943, they were deported to Terezin, where they died in December of
the same year5.
After the war, Klaus resumed his studies at the University of Freiburg, where
he graduated in 1948 with a thesis titled: «L’antichità in ispecie ellenica in
Giacomo Leopardi» [Antiquity, especially Hellenic, in the works of Giacomo
Leopardi], which was later published6.
In April 1949, he left Southampton and reached New York, declaring that his
last place of residence was Geneva, and that he worked as a trader 7. His
voyage and the first months of his stay in the US were financed by the
Reparation Fund of the International Refugees Organisation, founded in 1946
by the UN in Geneva8. After a few months, Elisabeth Bertschi, director of the
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Section Suisse of the Service Social International, wrote to a functionary of
the Reparation Fund to have Klaus’ case re-examined 9. Klaus, in fact, had
been under psychiatric treatment for a few months, and the social service
had managed to find a private structure where he could be hospitalised for
free in New York. However, Karl refused, claiming he only needed a period of
rest before starting to look for a job. At this point, he was forcibly
hospitalised in a public structure, making it urgent to find some money for
him, as the family that had provided the affidavit did not want to pay the
medical bills. In the following months, some funding came from Geneva,
given the particularly difficult conditions in which their beneficiary was10.
It is unclear when Klaus was dismissed from the psychiatric hospital. In
September 1954, he returned to Germany, perhaps to stay there or as a new
stop of a life lived between two continents11.
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